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ABSTRACT

The Title Developing Potential of Community Leader for Solving Poor People
of Ban Pung-singh Moo 1, Tarau Sub-district, Moung District,
Nakhon Si Thammarar Province

The Author Mrs.Jaree Phomgird

Program Social Sciences for Development

Thesis Chairman Assistant Professor Panya Lertgrai

Thesis Advisors Assistant Professor Dr.Ham Thongchai
Mrs.Chonlada Sangmanee SiriSatiskit

The objectives of this study are 1) to study characteristics of the village of
Ban Phang-singh, Muang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province, and 2) to study
and develop the village leaders’ capacity in a planning process for the community’s
poverty eradication plan.

This study employed the Participatory Action Research (PAR) technique
with 15 participants (the village headman, the members of the Sub-district Administrative
Office. and the community’s representatives). Three types of data, which are the
village’s characteristics, the village leaders attributes, and the results of the meetings,
were collected by using questionnaires, guided interviews, knowledge testing, and
meeting records. The village’s characteristics and the results of the meeting were
analyzed by using the content analysis techniques. The village leader’s attributes and
the knowledge of the leaders in a planning process of the community’s poverty
eradication plan were analyzed by using the SPSS for Window Program. The results
of the leaders’ attributes were shown in percentage, and a pair simple t-test was used
of compare knowledge of the leaders.

The following is the results of the study :

1. The village of Phang-singh is located in Ta Rua Sub-district. which is
south of Muang District and seven kilometers far away of the Provincial Office. The
village is connected to the outside by the Nakhon Si Thammarat — Songkhla highway.
Inside the village, there is a dirt road system for transportation. Two natural
waterways run through the village. In the summer, the village usually faces with water
shortage and water salinity. The areas in and around the village are a flood terrain,
which is good for rice planting. There are 156 households with 414 people (male 213
and female 201). The average household members are four. A majority of the heads of
the families graduated from the elementary school (4™ Grade). The major economic
activities are farming, animal raising, and working as a lobor in Muang District, 87.18
percent of the total households are in debt about 5,000 — 10,000 bath in average. The
sources of loans are the Village Fund and the Saving for Production Group.

2. The village leaders are 58 — 68 years old. All of them graduated from the
fourth grade and had participated in training and developing a community plan for
poverty eradication. After participating in a workshop, the results of the pre and post
knowledge testing show that the leaders’ knowledge is statistically different at a 0.05
significant level. This interprets an increased understanding in a planning process of
the leaders.



2

3. The results from increasing the leaders’ capacity in planning show that,
firstly, the village leaders knew about the government policy in poverty eradication as
written in the country’s constitution. The government shall support and promote
public participation in every level of development. Moreover. a country’s economic
and social development plan has stressed an important of human development, civic
organizational empowerment and capacity building in planning for community’s
poverty eradication plan. The government has believed that poverty has come from
no job. no money and no education. Secondly, the sturdy found that community’s
resources could be used as a capital for poor families. These resources are the Village
Fund, the occupational group, water resource, and etc. The village leaders have
drafted a guideline to use these resources to support the poor financially. Also, they
will be trained to increase their skills in working. Thirdly, the leaders have developed
a community poverty eradication plan in three areas : an income increasing, expense
reducing, and opportunity expanding program.

From this study, there are some recommendations as follow :

|. The village leader should share the poverty eradication plan with the
villagers through a public hearing process before submitting the plan to the related
government organizations. The Sub-district Administrative Office and the Provincial
Administrative Office should be the target funding organizations for an implementation
of the plan.

2. For the future research, an evaluation of the plan should be done. In
addition, a study of the leaders and the poor families’ attitudes towards a planning
process should be studies.
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