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ABSTRACT

The Title A Study of the Ways to Worship the Great Stupa,Wat
Phramahadhatu Woramahaviham, Muang District,

Nakhon Si Thammarat Province : A Case Study of Offering the

Golden and Silver Trees.

The Author Miss Wannasiree Noonsuk

Program That Studies

Thesis Chairman Assistant Professor Sinchai Krabuansaeng
Thesis Advisors Assistant Professor Dr.Paitoon Patyaiying

Asststant Professor Chatchat Sukrakanchana

The aim of the study was to examine the ways to worship the Great Stupa at Wat
Phramahadhatu Woramahaviham.Muang Distnct, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province : A Case
S-tudy of Offening the Golden and Silver trees. The study included the aims of the offering, the
development of styles and the relationship between the method of worshipping the stupa and the
belief of the local people. The study was done by historical research and field research. The
method was classified into five steps.

The first step, the data collecting, the data were searched and collected all around the
areas of the study, especially at wat Phramahadhathu Woramahavihamn and neighboring areas 1n
the Peninsular Thailand; both the archaeological evidence and textual evidence by observing and
interviewing the learned persons who were interested in this study.

The second step, the data selection, both the substancial data. and supporting data
were selected, categorized and classified the prionty.

The third step, the data analyzing, the archaeological evidence was idenufied,
compared and searched in some more detail from many sources, while the textual evidence was
examined the validity by the comparative study.

The fourth step, the interpretation, all of valid data were interpreted and criticized

every topics of the study.



The fifth step, the research presentation, all resulty of the study were combinedly
analyzed for a descriptive analysis with the appendices of maps, plans and figures.

The content of the thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is the
ntroduction, dealing with the background and the importance of the worship methods used for
the Great Stupa including the research methodology. The second chapter covers the documents
and the research reports related to this research. The third chapters deals with the development of
the methods of worshipping the Stupa. The fourth one describes the methods of worshipping the
Great Stupa, Wat Pramahadhatu Woramahaviham, Muang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province with the offering of the golden and silver trees. The last chapter includes the conclusion
and recormmendations.

The result of the study has led 10 the understanding that the aims of the methods of
worshipping the Great Stupa with the otfering of the golden and silver wees depended on the
expectation of the worshippers which can be categorized into six groups:(1) to makes the highest
merit, which will lead the worshippers to receive the good things in next life of the next rebirth;
(2) to achieve some specific purposes; (3) to dedicate workmanship to the Great Stupa; (4) to
dedicate the ment to the ancestors; (5) to pays homage after the worshippers receive success from

the prayers in the ritual of asking for something from the Great Stupa: and (6) to protect them

against the evils.

The evolution of the tradition of the worship methods used for the Great Stupa, Wat
Phramahadhatu Woramahaviharn, Muang District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province started with
the local people who created the golden and silver trees using the model of the many plants
rmentioned in the history of the Buddha. These trees are the symbol of the Buddha and Buddhism
such as lotus and Bhodhi Tree(Pipal). The worshippers believe that all of these trees are
auspicious. If the worshippers make an offering with these trees they will have an auspicious life.
Later the worshippers created elaborate golden and silver trees. The trees stress on creation using
valuable materials and could not be identified as being representatives of any particular plants.
The dedication focuses on the value and elaboration of these trees. Late during the Ratanakosin
Period the creation of the styles of these trees declined in elaboration using the model of
representation of the plants that the artisans or farmers cultivated in the area of the Malay

Peninsula at that time, and they dedicated these golden and silver trees to the Great Stupa.



The worshippers prayed and expected the offerings to give them the best harvest, success and
good life. The last style of these golden and silver trees for offening the Great Stupa which were
dedicated by the kings of the Chakri Dynasty for a long time was the most valuable and finest
trces. These trecs were fashioned according to the old tradition in the same size and style of the
court.

This study shows that in our Buddhist communities, alt Buddhists sull preserve the
traditions of the Buddhist ways. They emphasize “dana” or charity, making merit, dedicating
treasure to the temple and worshipping the Great Stupa with the offerings. These are used to show
the great faith of the Buddhists. They believe in the sacredness of the Great Stupa and they

believe in the results of performing these first services in a Buddhist cause and making merit.
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